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Holiday Get Together 
 

 

November 22nd 6:00 p.m. 
 Location will be announced soon. 

 

Bring a present for the 
Crazy Gift Exchange and Toys for Tots 

 

Get ready to win some great prizes at the raffle.  
 

1. If you want to be involved in the Gift 
Exchange, bring a wrapped gift. $10.00 
range but you are not restricted. 

2. We will be collecting toys to be given to 
needy children. For more info concerning 
this program, contact Sig Murphy. 

3. Each flotilla is requested to provide one Gift 
for the Annual raffle. I know that each 
Flotilla can come up with something.  Your 
new FC can bring it to the FC Academy with 
him/her. 

4. The Menu for the Holiday Get Together is 
AWESOME. We will be asking $20.00 for 
adults 15 yrs and older, $10.00 for young 
adults 6 to 15, and children under 5 are free.  
The Menu will include Prime Rib, Ham, 
Turkey, Shrimp, Mashed Potatoes, Veggies, 
Deviled Eggs, Desserts and more. You will 
get your money’s worth. 

5. We need helpers to decorate the big room for 
the Holiday get-together. Bring yourself and 
decorations you may have around the house 
at Noon on Saturday, Nov 22.  

 
 

 
  We can really use your help to make this another 
successful fellowship.  Let’s get into the 
HOLIDAY SPIRIT! 
 
   There will be more info as time gets closer.  
RSVP is requested so we know how many are 
planning to eat.  Just send an email to 
ffmms@uaf.edu (Marie Scholle) and let me know 
who and how many.  See you at the party!! 
 

Chef Richard Fairbanks 
Marie Scholle, assistant 

 
   The FC/VFC Academy and the member training 
First Aid / CPR class will be held at the Armory 
on Ft. Richardson. For info about the First Aid / 
CPR class, contact Rae De Ley or Pat Fairbanks. 
 
 
 

Fellowship 
 

By Deanna Barbarick 
 

   Our thanks to Mark and Katie Parmelee for 
hosting the Fall Fellowship on October 11. Once 
again, Flotilla members outdid themselves with a 
wide array of unique dishes to accompany the ham 
and turkey menu centerpieces. A large turnout of 
35 enjoyed the lively conversation and great food. 
    Our next fellowship will be the Holiday Party 
and Change of Watch on December 13 at the 
UAA Den. Invitations will be sent the week after 
Thanksgiving. 
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Search and Rescue Mission 
 

By Tom Kane VFC, LinC 
 

I was called at 0815 on Wednesday 22OCT2008 
by Commander Pearson at Sector and was told 
about two overdue hunters who should have 
returned on Sunday from a deer hunting trip to 
Montague Island in Prince William Sound. Sector 
was stretched on resources at the time because of 
other cases they had going on. I was asked if I 
could muster a crew then they would get the 
SAFEBoat 612 delivered to Whittier. The 612 had 
been pulled from the water the week before and 
stored in the MSST Facility for the winter. I called 
him back and said that I found a crew and could 
be in Whittier at 1230 to meet the SAFEBoat and 
load it up with all of its equipment which was in 
storage in the Whittier Caboose. I also checked for 
and found the hunter’s boat trailer in the storage 
lot where his wife said it should be and described 
it.  
   With Cathey Sterling as Crew and BM3 Chance 
Savant as a trainee we departed Whittier Harbor at 
1400. We were directed by the SAR Controller to 
do a shore line search from Whittier, east to 
Culross Passage and south to Applegate and then 
to Knight Island. In Culross Cove, at the north end 
of Culross Passage we spotted a tattered tent on 
the beach with no boat in sight. We blew horns 
and used the hailer but got no human response and 
concluded that it was abandoned. We reported the 
tent and its Lat/Lon to CG Valdez. We then 
headed south and across Knight Island Passage to 
Knight Island to do a shore line search of Upper 
and Lower Passage. These were places that the 
hunter’s wife said they have camped in the past in 
bad weather.  We could not go any further East 
because the east side of Knight Island is the 
boundary of our AOR. Also, we had only enough 
time to get back to Whittier before dark. In Knight 
Island Passage the seas were running at 5-6 foot 
which would slow us down on our return as we 
had to head into them. Worse weather was 
forecast for tomorrow so we had to get back while 
it was still safe for us to do so or run the risk of 
either traveling in the dark or anchoring for the 
duration. While we were in Lower Passage CG 
Valdez called us and said we should stand down 
because the two hunters had been found and were 

safe. I found out later that night when I called CG 
Valdez that a Coast Guard Helo located them in 
Jeannie Cove by Cape Cleare on the South end of 
Montague Island. We left immediately and 
returned to Whittier. It was 1930 and dark when 
we pulled into the harbor. We left the 612 in its 
slip for the night and planned to come back to 
Whittier tomorrow to tow the boat back to MSST 
facility. On Thursday the wind was blowing snow 
at a constant 39 kts with gusts to 45 kts. It was 
decided that it was unsafe to move the boat.  
   I have been informed by Mr. Victor Early of 
Sector that the overdue boater returned safely to 
Whittier at 0030, on 23 OCT 2008. 
 
 

SAFEBoat 256611 
 

 
   Saturday October 18 was the last Auxiliary 
mission of SAFEBoat 256611. Stewart Sterling 
towed 611 from the boat repair shop in Seward to 
winter storage at MSST prior to being screened for 
other Coast Guard or Federal Agency use.  
   611 is the first U S Coast Guard owned asset 
operated by the Auxiliary. 611 spent most of its 
operational career in Western Prince William 
Sound from its base in the Whittier Small Boat 
Harbor.  
   

 
   
   We are working on a history of 611’s 
operational career. Anyone that has been on 611 in 
any capacity is encouraged to send a story and 
pictures to Cathey Sterling at alaskaaux@gci.net   
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America’s Waterway Watch 
 

 
 

By: Rae De Ley, FSO-MT 
 

   On September 11, 2001 our feelings on national 
security changed greatly for both the citizens of 
the United States and for the Government.  
Americans who had long enjoyed a feeling of 
security in their home country received a sample 
of the terrorist issues that many other Nations have 
faced.  Suddenly the job of keeping our waters, 
skies, homeland, and citizens safe became much 
more complex.  It was not long after September 
11, 2001 the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) started 
America’s Waterway Watch (AWW).   
   AWW is a public out reach and involvement 
program that enlists the help of interested boaters.  
It is a joint effort of the USCG, the Auxiliary, law 
enforcement officials and the public.  Since the 
Coast Guard and law enforcement officials can not 
be every where at once, AWW is a force 
multiplier.  It can be thought of as a variation of a 
neighborhood watch program for America’s 
95,000 miles of shorelines and 290,000 square 
miles of water. 
   If you saw a person breaking into your 
neighbor’s home you would pick up the telephone 
and call the police.  AWW works on the same 
idea, it asks participants to call local law 
enforcement personnel; the AWW National 
Response Center at 1-877-24-WATCH; or the 
USCG by marine radio on channel 16; if they see 
some thing suspicious.   
   The types of issues to be on the look out for are 
things that strike you as just wrong.  For example, 
a person who is hunting or fishing in an area that 
is atypical.  Or a person who is seen pouring 
liquids into a waterbody that feeds a reservoir.  Or 
a boat that is loading or unloading cargo that 
appears dangerous like weapons, chemicals, or 
explosives.  The idea is to keep your eyes open 
and to listen to your gut instincts.  
 

     
   You do not want to interfere or put yourself at 
risk.  But do want to pay attention to the weight, 
height, clothing, and features of the person.  Also 
note the vessel description, and if you can note the 
boat name, home port, and registration numbers. 
   Any member of the USCG Auxiliary or 
interested member of the boating public can take 
part in the program.  Information on AWW can be 
found on the USCG website at 
www.americaswaterwatch.org, or you can pick up 
a pamphlet at the next flotilla meeting or in the 
Auxiliary caboose in Whittier.    
   Many Americans work, play, or live on the 
water.  They consider America’s waterways an 
important part of their lives.  It is how they relax 
and spend time with their families and friends. 
The water is where they make a living, or where 
they go to catch fresh fish to feed their families.  
American’s shorelines, lakes, rivers, and oceans 
are our work places, playgrounds, and homes.  By 
taking part in America’s Waterway Watch, we can 
all help keep our waterways and our Nation safe. 
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Donation by the Anchorage 
Bar Association in honor of 

Judge Sigurd E. Murphy 
 

Article reprinted courtesy of the 
Alaska Journal of Commerce 

 

   Judge Sigurd E. Murphy was admitted to 
practice before the Supreme Court of the state of 
Alaska and the Federal District Court in 1972 and 
thereafter before the Supreme Court of the United 
States of America, and the Military Court of 
Appeals. 
   He is a member of the Alaska Bar Association, 
the Texas Bar Association, and the Anchorage Bar 
Association. He has served on various bar 
committees and is the recipient of the 2000 
Outstanding Service Award from the Anchorage 
Bar Association. 
   During his 20 years of private practice, Sigurd 
Murphy performed more than 2,000 hours of 
pro bono representation and continues to promote 
the Pro Bono Program throughout Alaska. 
   Both during his private practice and as a judge, 
he has worked diligently with others to continually 
improve the justice system in our state. For 
example, he is a charter member of the American 
Board of Trial Attorneys for Alaska, is an ATLA 
Fellow, was a member of the Alaska Supreme 
Court’s Civil Rules Committee for more than 16 
years, was previously on the Judicial Education 
Committee, originally organized and implemented 
the Court System Law Day activities, the Jury 
Appreciation program, the Alaska Court System 
Literacy Program, the MCA Court in Anchorage, 
the court Domestic Violence Committee, Bench- 
Bar meetings, and Judicial Mentor program. 
   Shortly after his appointment to the District 
Court bench in Anchorage in 1992, Sigurd 
Murphy was appointed as the administrative 
judge for that court. During his more than sixteen 
years on the bench, while maintaining a 
very full District Court calendar, he was also 
appointed as a pro tem Superior Court Judge 
handling complex civil and criminal matters for 
the superior court. This included acting as the 
primary administrative court appeals judge and 
felony DWI judge for a number of years. 
   Sigurd Murphy, together with his wife, Mary 

Murphy, has been continuously engaged in 
activities to improve our communities. They 
helped found the Brother Francis Shelter in 
Anchorage in response to an unprecedented 
number of deaths and injuries to homeless 
indigents in the Anchorage area. 
   Mary, who began her teaching career in 
1969, is dedicated to improving the educational 
system and is the recent recipient of the 
Presidential Award for Outstanding National 
Teachers in Math and Science and as a Woman of 
Achievement from the YWCA. 
   Sigurd has been a board member with 
numerous agencies to include the Boy Scouts, 
Red Cross, and the Armed Forces YMCA. He 
has been a member of Rotary for more than 20 
years and is the past president of an Anchorage 
Rotary Club. 
   In July of 1997, Sigurd Murphy retired from 
a long military career and now is a member of 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and has been 
elected as the new District (Alaska) Captain. 
 

 
 

In lieu of a retirement reception, at the request of  
Judge Murphy the Anchorage Bar Association 
donated $750 in the name of the judge to the 

U. S. Coast Guard Foundation. 
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New Members 
 

By Sue Whitney FSO-PS 

   Let's welcome Robert Ward, our new member 
applicant.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Membership Anniversaries 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

Ross Blaker    Joined 17 OCT 01 
Sylvia Condy     Joined 16 OCT 03 
David Couch    Joined 13 OCT 04 
Curtis Markley  Joined 11 OCT 04 
Judith Parker  Joined 13 OCT 04 
Timothy Moyer  Joined 06 OCT 06 
Katie Parmelee  Joined 26 OCT 06 
David Gillespie  Joined 25 OCT 07 
Steven Jones   Joined 25 OCT 07 
Jennifer Messick  Joined 25 OCT 07 
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Robert Sanders  Joined 25 OCT 07 
Susan Sanders  Joined 25 OCT 07 
Timothy Winters  Joined 25 OCT 07 
 
Thank you for your service and dedication to the 
Auxiliary and to the Whittier Flotilla. 
 

Note: Timothy Winters is in process of 
transferring to the Kenai Flotilla. 

    
 
 
 

Election Results 
 

 
District Board 

District Commodore (DCO) Marie Scholle 
District Chief of Staff (DCOS) Roy Stoddard 
District Captain (DCAPT) Sig Murphy 

Division 2 
Division Commander (DCDR) Dave Brubaker 
Division Vice Commander (DVCDR) Dan Cole 

Whittier Flotilla 
Flotilla Commander (FC) Tom Kane 
Flotilla Vice Commander (VFC) Cathey Sterling 

 
 
 

 
 

http://a1700204.uscgaux.info
 

http://a170.uscgaux.info
 

FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 
P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 

907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net
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